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  Did you know that in the days of the early church Easter was celebrated every Sunday?  Over time, Sunday became the Sabbath as the day of rest for Christians, and Easter became an annual observance.  Many traditions still refer to every Sunday as a “little Easter.”  For many years Easter was celebrated during the Passover, regardless of the day of the week.  But in 325 the Council of Nicaea decreed that Easter would also be on a Sunday, and established the date according to the Roman solar calendar.  Many people wonder why Easter moves around so much, when Christmas is always on the same date.  Easter is celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring equinox, March 20.  Therefore, Easter can fall anywhere between March 22 and April 25.  (Remember last year when it was really early?)

The word “Easter” comes from “Eastre”, the goddess of the spring sun.  The early Christians actually adapted many pagan names and customs, and the timing of the celebration of spring corresponds to the Christian celebration of new life in Christ.  
During the 20th century, as least in this country, Easter has become more and more a secular holiday, as has Christmas.  It seems to be more about bunnies and eggs and candy than about Jesus and resurrection and victory.  I am often dismayed at this, as the resurrection of Christ is the foundation on which our faith rests.   But having said that, I think it is also fun to learn about how some of these secular traditions began.  



cont.

Many customs developed from the theme of new life – for example, Easter eggs.  The smooth, lifeless looking object represents the tomb with new life inside waiting to break forth.  Even before the time of Christ, eggs were exchanged at spring festivals, and the paschal egg is part of the Passover feast. 

As Christianity spread, people adopted the egg as the symbol of new life in Christ.  Many Christians presented them as gifts on Easter morning to celebrate the renewal of life, and of faith and love.  The first evidence of lavishly decorated eggs is found in records from the 13th century.  In the household of King Edward I of England, hundreds of eggs were boiled, stained, or covered with gold as presents for members of the royal household.

Today in many countries, decorating eggs is a fine art.  The Ukrainians take the prize for the most elaborately decorated eggs.  A special stylus dipped in melted beeswax is used to draw designs on the eggs.  I still have a beautiful egg that a friend brought me from the Ukraine several years ago.  Dye formulas and symbols for these eggs vary from region to region, and are passed from one generation to the next.  Eggs are included in Easter celebrations in many other ways throughout the world.  They continue to symbolize the tomb and our new life in Christ. 

I am looking forward to celebrating Holy Week and Easter with you.

I am with you on the journey,

Pastor Jerrie
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Search Committee News
March was a busy month for us and April is looking that way as well. In March we reviewed more resumes from both denominations, and had four phone interviews. In April we hope to have four face-to-face interviews set up. Keep your committee in your prayers.
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Becky Dixon & Mike Wood,

Committee Co-Chairs
                  Elders News
If you would like to donate a potted plant to decorate the sanctuary for the Easter service, please bring it to the church by April 11. If you would like it in memory/honor of a loved one, please contact the church office by April 5th. 

On Friday, April 10, at 7:30 p.m., The Arts Center on the Hudson (former St. Luke's building) will be presenting The Gospel of John.  Three actors, using only two chairs, a table and a few cloths, bring to life the drama and poetry of the Gospel with stunning simplicity and imagination. This live performance employs drama, choral speaking, storytelling and song in a breathtaking journey that is inspiring and accessible to everyone.

Tickets are available at the door, $10.00 for adults, $3.00 for children, $20.00 family maximum. If you are interested in going as a group, please sign up on the sheet in the back of the sanctuary


Sunday April 19 will be Lay Sunday, as Pastor Jerrie will be away that week.
Youth News
Youth Group Schedule:
Sun., Apr. 5:  Delivery of Easter baskets to our homebound members.  Bring money for lunch on the way; we will meet at the back of the church immediately following the service.
Sun., Apr. 19:  Movie & Discussion, 1:00 p.m. in the Round Room.  Missions Paperwork will be passed out to those planning to go.
Sat., May 2-Sun., May 3:  All-Nighter begins at 5:00 p.m. with a potluck meal & ends with clean-up before Sunday school begins the next morning.  Details to follow.  Spring Spin money due.
Sun., May 17:  Movie & Discussion 1:00 p.m. in the Round Room.  Lunch on your own.  End-of-the-Year Evaluations will be passed out.
Sat., May 30:  Dessert Competition 7:00 p.m. in the Dining Room.  Teens arrive no later than 6:30 p.m.  Missions Paperwork due.
 

Spring Spin Tickets are now available to the congregation and anyone wishing to purchase the tickets for the May Spring Spin weekends at Great Escape.  The Spring Spin weekends this year are May 9-10, 16-17, 22-25 (Memorial Day Weekend), 28-31.  That means any date in May that the park is open counts as a Spring Spin ticket.  Tickets through the Youth Group will cost $19.99.  You can make checks out to Emmanuel United Youth Group, and there is no limit to the number of tickets you can purchase.  See   the teens, who are taking orders with payment now. We will then get your tickets to you as quickly as we can (if we run out of tickets, we may have to order more, but the delay should not be too great).  All orders and money must be in by Sunday, May 3 - we will be unable to fulfill any orders after that date.  Tickets purchased at Great Escape on the day of the event will be $40.99 + tax. Other benefits of the Spring Spin tickets include the following:
$5 from every sale goes into the Youth Group checking account to be used for our November trip to the ABY Convention.
Your ticket is good for any of the Spring Spin dates you choose to attend - so if one weekend doesn't work out, simply go on another one.
On the day you attend the event, you can use your ticket at the Guest Relations window to purchase a "C'mon back!" ticket, good for any day during the 2009 season, for $13 + tax.
You can also use your stub at the Guest Relations window to upgrade to a Season Pass for $39.99 + tax.  The two above offers are only good on the day you attend Spring Spin.
Finally, Meal vouchers will be available at the Guest Relations window for $9 + tax.  These vouchers are good for specific meals at three different locations throughout the park.
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Education Ministries
On Palm Sunday, we will not hold regular Sunday School Classes.  Instead, the Sunday school students will prepare Easter gift baskets, cards and palms for our homebound.  Vera Petronis and the Youth Group will deliver the baskets after church service.  The children will hand out palms before worship service.
There will be no Sunday school or Children's Church on Easter. 
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Church Growth and Care Ministries

Please send in articles for the May newsletter by April 21st. You can leave them in the office or E-mail them to: eucmech@yahoo.com. Thank you!

April Milestones
                                                                    
Emmanuel Family News
Jack Gartner received a high excellent on his level 3 piano solo at NYSSMA.
Ashley Wood wrote an essay for a contest sponsored by the Disabled American Veterans, “Why I’m proud to be an American”. A winner was chosen from each of the five fourth grade classrooms. Ashley won for her class.

Brianna Wood is on the high honor roll again this quarter.
On March 18 Ben McCormack was inducted into the National Honor Society and Emma Dixon was inducted into the Omega Honor Society at Mechanicville High School. 
Ben McCormack also performed a level 5 piano solo at NYSSMA, receiving an A.

On March 25, several members of the EUC Family performed in the Mechanicville High School band Pops Concert.
Youth Mission Trip News
ATTENTION, ADULTS!
Are you wondering about what goes on at the July Youth Missions trip?  Have you thought about volunteering to chaperone but were too nervous?  Well, here's your chance to find out!  I am officially inviting any adults in the congregation (don't have to be the parent of a teen) who are curious about the Missions trip to join me for lunch after church on Sun., April 19, in the Round Room.  Some of our past chaperones will be present to talk about their experiences and answer your questions, and we will talk about dates, requirements, expectations, etc.  There is no obligation to be a chaperone after attending this meeting.  It is purely for your information, and you get lunch into the bargain.  I hope you will join us, however, as this is a very important ministry for our church and our young people, but they can't do it without the required number of adult chaperones.  If I don't get enough chaperones, young people will have to stay behind.  Please join us & find out what it's all about.
Questions?  Call Vera at 372-2233 or e mail at VeraP@nycap.rr.com.
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Use the music symbols code to find the words to 1 Corinthians 10:31. Then use the words to solve the word
find at right.
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[image: image6.png]Glorify God in All You Do!

Here are some things to do for the glory of God.

If someone is sad, talk to them and ask if they would like to play.

Learn a new song or make one up. Sing it to a friend, parent, or grandparent.

Help cook supper. Offer to do the dishes.

Make book marks with Bible verses on them. Give them away to others.

Make a bird feeder. Example: Spread peanut butter on a pine cone, roll it in bird seed and hang it in a tree.
Read from the Bible to an older person who does not see well.

Do something nice without letting anyone know who did it.

No G D=

Think of other things. Try to do at least one thing each day for the glory of God.






	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat
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	1

7:30 Search Committee
	2

7:00 Bible Study and
Choir
	3
	4

	5Group Picture Day
 9:45 S.S.

11:00
Worship, Communion
YG project

Elders Mtg
Palm Sunday
	6
	7
	8

7:00 Choir
	9

7:30

Maundy Thursday

Worship

	10
Noon

Good Friday Service

Assumption/St. Paul
	11

	12
6:00am

Sunrise Service
Saratoga

Battlefield
11:00 Worship
Happy
Easter
	13
	14
	15

7:00 Choir
	16
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	17
	18

	19

9:45 S.S.

11:00
Worship
Lay Sunday

	20
	21
	22

7:00 Choir
	23
	24
	25

10:00

Musical
Rehearsal

	26

9:45 S.S.

11:00
Worship

	27
	28
	29

7:00 Choir
	30

7:00 Bible Study
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From your Temporary Shepherd………….








 Birthdays


5-Jaclyn Lynch


10-Marion Conerty


14-Doris Shields Lang


15-Rachel Megan Morin


16-Jeremy Wilkinson


16-Jack Gartner


23-Billy Sullivan


Anniversaries


4-Nancy & Kevin McCormack
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Musical Rehearsals are each Sunday, from 2:30-4:30, Except Easter.


Baptism class follows immediately after. Easter Sunday 6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Saratoga State Park
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Church Ministries





Pastor Jerrie away April 15-23
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