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Dear Ralph,

In my file of Easter sermon illustrations I found this story told by Paul Harvey, the well-known radio commentator.  When he shared it on his radio show, Harvey gave credit for the story to The Rev. Harry Pritchett, Jr., rector of All Saints Episcopal Church in Atlanta, Georgia.  It’s a story about Philip. 

Philip was a nine-year-old boy in a Sunday School class of eight-year-olds.  Eight-year-olds can sometimes be cruel.  The third graders did not welcome Philip into their group.  This was not because he was older, but because he was “different.” You see, Ralph, Philip suffered from a disease called Down’s syndrome. This disease made him “different” with its facial characteristics, slow responses and symptoms of mental retardation.  

One Sunday after Easter, the Sunday School teacher gathered some plastic eggs that pulled apart in the middle.  The teacher gave one to each child.  On that beautiful spring day, the children were to go out and discover for themselves some symbol of “new life” and place it inside the plastic egg.  After the children returned to the classroom, the teacher would open their eggs.  As each egg was opened, the child could explain that symbol of “new life.” 

All the children gathered around and placed their eggs on the table.  The teacher began to open them one by one.  The first opened egg contained a flower.  Everyone “oohed and aahed” at this lovely symbol of new life.  In the next egg was a butterfly.  Another egg was opened to reveal a rock.  Some of the children laughed.  “That’s crazy!” said one child.  “How’s a rock supposed to be like new life?”  A little boy spoke up and admitted, “That’s mine.  I wanted to be different, so I got the rock.”  Then everyone laughed. 

When the teacher opened the last egg, it was empty.  “That’s not fair,” someone said.  “That’s stupid,” said someone else.  The teacher felt a tug at his shirt.  It was Philip.  Looking up, Philip said, “It’s mine.  I did it.  It’s empty.  I have new life, because the tomb is empty.”  The class fell silent.  From that day on, Philip was a real part of the group.  They welcomed him, and whatever made him different was never mentioned again.  

Philip’s family knew he would not live a long life.  Too many things were wrong with his small body.  That summer, overcome with infection, Philip died.  On the day of his funeral, the class of eight-year-old boys and girls confronted the reality of death.  Along with their teacher, all nine of them marched up to Philip’s casket.  They did not come with flowers.  They placed on the casket of their friend their gift of love—an empty plastic egg.  

People come into our lives for a reason.  We are sometimes surprised, when God calls the person we think least likely to be an instrument of God’s love. Philip’s true “sermon” on new life touched the lives of his young classmates.  We often underestimate the significance of a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, a sincere compliment or other act of caring. These so-called “simple things” can help to turn lives around.  

The Resurrection surprised a lot of people, including Jesus’ closest followers. After all the times Jesus had told them it was going to happen, they were still surprised.  Ralph, I suppose that’s what the Resurrection always will be, like Philip’s empty plastic egg—God’s “new life” surprise.  Happy Easter!       

Grace & Peace
Dr. John

EDUCATION MINISTRIES
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Palm Sunday will be a special day in Sunday School.  We will not hold regular classes, but instead will have a time of crafts, food, and fellowship.  The children will hand out the palms during the worship service. There will be no Sunday school or Children's Church on Easter Sunday, April 16th. 
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The Adult Sunday School Class begins a new series on Sunday, April 9, at 10:00 a.m. in the Pastor’s Office.  We will discuss “Learning to Love God,” a seven-week study taught by Dr. John.  Join us for a time of lively learning!

Youth Group Schedule

Sun., Apr. 2:  
Bible Study immediately 

following the service.  
Pack a lunch.

Sun., Apr. 23: 
We'll be having a get-

together with Pastor

John and Sierra. Details

to follow.

May 7:
Youth Group Meeting
May 19:
7:00-9:00 pm
Iron Chef Dessert


Competition
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LOOKING FOR IRON CHEFS:
[image: image15.wmf]The Youth Group will be sponsoring an Iron Chef Competition on May 19.  We need volunteers to be our Iron Chefs.  The past two years, everyone had a lot of fun watching our chefs create their special desserts and then getting to sample and judge.   We will again be having a door prize giveaway and a dessert potluck (just a taste of a dessert is not enough), and the money raised will go to the church Building Fund.

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

WORSHIP MINISTRIES
Daily Bible Readings
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1) Job 3:11-19
Job Wishes for Death

2) Job 3:20-26
Job Questions God’s Benevolence

3) Job 14:1-6
Job Pleads for Respite Before Death

4) Job 14:7-17
Job Petitions the Grave as Refuge

5) Job 14:18-22
Mortal Finally Overcomes Mortal Life

6) Job 32:1-10
God’s Spirit Makes for Understanding

7) Job 34:11-15
God Repays According to Our Deeds

8) Job 36:24-33
Elihu Proclaims God’s Majesty

9) Job 37:14-24
Around God Is Awesome Majesty

10) Job 38:1-7
Where Were You During the Creation?

11) Job 38:8-18
Do You Understand My Creation?

12) Job 42:1-6
I Know You, and I Repent

13) Job 42:10-17
Job’s Fortunes Are Restored Twofold

14) Mark 16:1-8
He Is Not Here

15) Mark 16:9-14
Jesus Appears to His Followers

16) Mark 16:15-20
Go and Proclaim the Good News

17) Ecclesiastes 1:1-11
Nothing New Under the Sun

18) Ecclesiastes 1:12-18
The Futility of Seeking Wisdom

19) Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
The Futility of Self-indulgence

20) Ecclesiastes 2:12-17
All Is Vanity

21) Ecclesiastes 2:18-26
Of What Good Is Our Toil?

22) Luke 24:36-48
Jesus Gives the Disciples a Mission

23) John 20:19-23
Receive the Holy Spirit

24) Psalm 34:1-8
The Lord Is Good

25) Ecclesiastes 7:15-22
Use Moderation and Respect God’s Authority

26) Ecclesiastes 8:2-8a
Every Matter Has Its Time

27) Ecclesiastes 9:1-12
Life Is in God’s Hands

28) Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
For Everything There Is a Season

29) Ecclesiastes 3:9-15
Whatever God Does Endures Forever


 30)   Ecclesiastes 3:16-22
Judgment and Future Belong to God
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Fill in the blanks with the words relating to Jesus” death. The letters in the circles spell a

word — we celebrate this on Easter Sunday.
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Palm Sunday will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m. on April 9 as we remember our Lord’s final journey into Jerusalem on a donkey as the crowds waved palms with shouts of Hosanna.  The children will pass out the palms
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A Holy Thursday Communion Service will be held on April 13 at 7:30 p.m.        


	[image: image19.png]


[image: image20.png]


 Mechanicville/Stillwater Interfaith Good Friday Service will be held on April 14 at 12:00 noon. The service will be held at Assumption/St. Paul Church (William Street church).   Area clergy will participate.  
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This will be the traditional Sunrise Service at the Battlefield. The Emmanuel United Church, with Dr. John N. Miller, Jr., leading, will host the service at the Visitor Center at 6:30 a.m.

Emmanuel’s Easter Service at 11:00 a.m. will be a special time of celebration as we celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection!


CHURCH GROWTH AND CARE MINISTRIES
Easter Plants
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	For those who wish to give a plant for Easter, April 16, you need to contact Judi in the office (664-5204) by Thursday, April 13, so the names can be listed in the bulletin.  Please get your plants to the church on or by Saturday, April 15.  The church will be open in the morning.  Please put your name on the plant.


Flower Chart

Anyone who wishes to donate flowers during the church year may do so by signing up on the flower chart in the sanctuary or by calling the church office.  The cost of the flowers is $10 for both vases, and the money may be sent to the church or put in the collection plate on Sunday mornings.

A pastoral visit is important in the moments of greatest need. However, a pastoral visit cannot be shared if the pastor does not know about a person's illness.  Please call the church office at 664-5204 if you or someone you know is in the hospital. 

[image: image24.wmf]
A Memorial Service will be held for Ruth Marsh on Saturday, April 22, at 10:30 a.m. at the Blackinton Union Church in North Adams, Massachusetts.

ANNUAL PERCY WALLER CONTINUING EDUCATION AWARD

The Church Council announces that it is time for the annual Percy Waller Continuing Education Award.  This award is given to graduating seniors who are going on to some post-high school education.  These graduates must meet specific criteria:

1) Each senior must be a member of Emmanuel United Church or

2) Each senior must have a parent who is a member of Emmanuel United Church.

3) Each senior must be enrolled in a post-high school education program.

If you are a graduating senior or know of one who meets the above requirements, please call the church office or stop in and pick up an application.

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, April 2.  Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday night, April 1.
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                                         We express our sincere thanks to Phil and Becky Dixon for

                                providing us with two new computer systems for the church 

                                offices and to Phil for all his time and talent in setting up the

                                 new systems. 
Emmanuel’s new Web Site is eucmech.org – check it out!  Thank you to Jon Wilkinson for working on the web site and getting it up and running.

COMMUNITY CARING FUND needs your help!  If you have not made this outreach ministry a part of your monthly giving, please use the green envelope included in your offering envelope box for a donation on the first Sunday of each month.  Thank you!

CHURCH-WIDE PLANNING EVENT will be held on Saturday, April 29, from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  The entire congregation is encouraged to come and share “Dreams and Schemes” for our church.  Don’t miss an opportunity to express your hopes and to help plan the future of Emmanuel United.  Mark your calendar for this important event!

MISSION MINISTRIES
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ANNOUNCING A CHANGE

Beginning on Sunday, April 2, 2006, we will collect non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry, housed at the Mechanicville Area Community Services Center, Inc., on Communion Sundays.   Each Communion Sunday, you may leave items in the back of the church, and the items will be delivered to the Food Pantry the following week. If you, or anyone you know, are in need of food, the Food Pantry hours are Tuesdays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and Thursdays from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Some items needed are kid's cereals, juice boxes, school snacks, cookies, and regular and decaf coffee. 
[image: image26.png]Eaéier FIOWe r

oignh up





Spring Mission Campaign

“We’re on a mission from God!”  Those who have seen The Blues Brothers might remember that line from the movie.  The two brothers—Jake and Elwood Blues—are determined to raise enough money to save their orphanage from being closed due to nonpayment of taxes. They complete this mission by reuniting their band and playing a concert. Jake and Elwood consider their mission to be inspired from above, and they commit themselves completely to its success. 


Emmanuel United Church is on a mission from God. Instead of getting a musical group together and playing a concert to raise money, we’re fishing!  But we need the same strong commitment to make sure our mission succeeds.  


“GO FISH!  IT WILL REEL-LY HELP!” is the theme of this year’s Spring Mission Campaign.  The campaign begins on Sunday, April 30 and continues through Sunday, May 28.  The goal set by the Board of Elders is $1500.  As with past campaigns, the money raised will be equally divided between mission programs of our two denominations—the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA) and American Baptist Churches USA (ABC/USA).  


One Great Hour of Sharing is the offering traditionally received by PCUSA churches on Easter Day.  This offering helps in three different areas of need—Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People.  The promotional materials we’ll be using for our Spring Mission Campaign this year are from the One Great Hour of Sharing.  The ABC/USA offering received at this time of year is America for Christ.  Projects included in this offering have been US military chaplains and spiritual resources for members of our armed forces. Each year, Emmanuel United Church also selects and supports other local and regional ministries. 


Be on the lookout for our sanctuary display—a giant aquarium ready to be filled with colorful fish.  Don’t worry about a possible flood!  This aquarium will be made of paper, and the fish are cardboard decorated by the Sunday School.  Each fifty dollars raised toward our $1500 goal will add another fish to the aquarium.  Your contributions will fill the aquarium with fish—and help to support mission programs of the PCUSA and ABC/USA.  
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Yes, we’re on a mission from God. It’s the Spring Mission Campaign of Emmanuel United Church—“GO FISH!  IT WILL REEL-LY HELP!”           

                                                 $50=
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GENERAL MINISTRIES
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

5-----------------------------Jaclyn Lynch

6-------------------------Caroline Bristol

10-----------------------Marion Conerty

14-------------------Doris Shields Lang

15-----------------Rachel Megan Morin

16--------------------Jeremy Wilkinson

16---------------------------Jack Gartner

23---------------------------Billy Sullivan

24------------------------------John Miller

29-----------------------------Dick Butler

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO Nancy & Kevin McCormack who were married on April 4.  We wish them much love and happiness.

[image: image30.wmf]
EASTER PANCAKE BREAKFAST will be held in our dining room on Sunday, April 16.  The doors open at 9:30 a.m. for coffee, juice and hot chocolate.  Breakfast will be served at 9:45 a.m.  The menu includes pancakes, sausage, bacon, hash brown casserole, and English muffins. There is no cost for the meal, but donations will be accepted. Members of our congregation are encouraged to attend and to invite friends!  If you would like to help with this event, please contact Laurie Salmon.
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A workday will be held on Saturday, May 6, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  We need everyone’s help.
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Emmanuel United Church

516 Park Avenue

Mechanicville, NY   12118
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Easter - the leap of faith

Life after death. It is our deepest longing; our bravest statement of faith. Easter gives us the hope that life continues in some way after we die: that death isn't the end. That Jesus is still with us.


Other hopes are attached to this fundamental one. Like, the hope of seeing Jesus face to face; of reuniting with loved ones who have died; of being healed; of being rewarded for the hard work; of being comforted for all we have suffered. 


We cling to the promises and prophecies of the New Testament. And we are fascinated by the stories of people who have had near death experiences. We long to know the real truth.


But could it be that in our finite condition, with our limited consciousness, we are simply not capable of grasping the whole truth?  Our imagination fails us because we do not have the experiential tools to construct ultimate meaning.


It is a great leap of faith, to trust in the unseen. To state our belief in a God of love. To trust in resurrection. To be able to be hopeful for ourselves and our world.


Faith is not certainty, it is trust and a willingness to go forward into the unknown. Doubts and questions keep us open to the possibility that the truth is even more amazing than we anticipate. When we try to hold onto certainty about facts we limit God and stifle our imagination.
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Easter is a celebration of the great leap of faith, the ultimate act of defiance against despair. No matter what this great unknown holds for us we can trust that it will be all right - Jesus is in it.


And even though our minds cannot yet grasp the truth about resurrection and eternity, we may entrust ourselves to what one hymn writer described as "the silence of eternity, interpreted by love." (Dear Father, Lord of humankind  - John G. Whittier)

- Ann Siddall

Ann Siddall is a Spiritual Director working within the life of the Uniting Church. 

She lives in South Australia.
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