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  Getting on the Same Page

In the Gospel of Mark, we read that Jesus asked Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to do for you?”  The blind man answered, “I want to see again.”  Jesus told him, “Go.  Your faith has made you well.”  (Mark 10:51f)

As the first disciples began to follow Jesus, he turned and saw them following him, then asked, “What do you want?”  (John 1:38)

Near the pool of Bethesda lay a man who had been ill for 38 years.  Jesus saw him lying there, and he knew that the man had been there for a long time.  So he asked him, “Do you want to be healed?”  (John 5:6)

Jesus still asks these questions, not because he doesn’t know the answer, but because it is we who must answer.  What do you want?  What do you really want? 

I have been asking these questions recently, as the time for the Annual Meeting approaches, and as you may be coming to the home stretch in your search for a settled pastor.  I have wondered how much I need to encourage (push) you to make your dreams for this church come true.  Some of you do have dreams.  Some of you are just hanging on.  Do I urge you to set some realistic goals and begin some new ministry projects?  Do I help you overcome some of the barriers to growth that are here?  Do I help you deal with your leftover grief and anger from the recent past?  Do I let you rest between pastors so you can save your energy for the future?  







cont.

I am capable of doing all of these, but I’m not clear on the direction to take.  And of course, they are not mutually exclusive.  I have made this the subject of much prayer, but I know the answers will come through you.  As I said on my first Sunday here, I don’t know how long we will be together in ministry, and I don’t want to be two – or ten – steps ahead of you.  That would make us work at cross-purposes and frustrate us both.

For the time being, let’s be sure we’re on the same page – at least most of the time.  Let’s be sure the right hand knows what the left hand is doing.  Let’s be sure that we focus on church health, as well as church growth – building on our strengths rather than focusing on our weaknesses.   Let us love and respect each other even when we disagree.  Especially then.  Let us remember that it’s not about us – it’s about God.  Let’s remember to keep the “main thing” the main thing.  

Let us all join together in praying for God’s guidance for EUC, and for our work together in the next few weeks.  Let us share our thoughts and dreams about the directions we need to take as 

a church, and how I can best help you during our time together.

As Lent begins near the end of Feb., I share with you this list of Lenten fasting and feasting.  May we take it to heart and live from it:

Let us fast from criticism, and feast on praise.

Let us fast from self-pity, and feast on joy.

Let us fast from ill-temper, and feast on peace.

Let us fast from resentment, and feast on contentment.

Let us fast from pride, and feast on humility.

Let us fast from selfishness, and feast on service.

Let us fast from fear, and feast on faith.

I am with you on the journey,

Pastor Jerrie
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Youth News
Adult Volunteers Needed!
On Feb. 8, the Youth Group hopes to be able to take Valentines' crafts to two or three nursing homes to spend some time with the residents.  We are still in the process of lining these up, but if we are successful, we will need adult drivers/chaperones to assist.  The teens will be broken up into two or three groups (depends on number of nursing homes) and then driven out to spend a couple of hours at their assigned facility.  The adults who travel with them must stay and assist and then bring them back to the church afterwards where they can be picked up by their parents.  The actual time at the nursing homes will be from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. so plan on grabbing a bite to eat on the way.  If you can help, please contact Vera at ph.: 372-2233 or e mail: VeraP@nycap.rr.com.  Thank-you!

 [image: image3.wmf]
Please check your e mail each week for important updates regarding upcoming events - especially the planned trip to take Valentines' crafts to various nursing homes on Sunday, Feb. 8.  You will need to bring the following:  money for lunch, Valentine crafting items (e.g. colored construction paper, scissors, glue, markers, stickers, stamps & ink, paper doilies, Valentine ephemera, etc. - if everyone brings a little something, we'll have enough different items to make it interesting), & a snack or bottled juice to share with the residents - ideas would be cookies, crackers, pretzels or a plastic bottle of juice.  We will be at the nursing homes from 1:00 - 3:00, and then your drivers will bring you back to the church where your parents can pick you up.  There will be even more info forthcoming in your e mail so check it!!

February Youth Schedule 
Sun., Feb. 1:  Church Annual Meeting - not a Youth Group Event, but if you are a member of Emmanuel United Church, you should plan to be in attendance.  There will be a Coffee Hour first so food will be provided.  This will also be the last day to turn your Missions Trip contracts in to me so mail them if you won't be here!  

Sun., Feb. 8:  Visit Nursing Homes - for more info check the church newsletter/bulletin and your weekly e mail.

Sun., Feb. 22:  Bible Study.  Please note that we will begin at 1:00 p.m. sharp - lunch is before that & on your own.

Education Ministries
Our church will again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring.  The Souper Bowl is a youth-led grassroots movement to join people together on Super Bowl Sunday to fight against hunger and poverty in their communities.  After the worship service on February 1st, our high school class will be at the doors of the sanctuary to collect money donations to be delivered to Mechanicville's Food Pantry.
The Sunday School classes will be making Valentine Cards for our Shut-ins on Feb 8th during Sunday School time.  
We will again be collecting personal care items to be delivered to the Mechanicville Food Pantry.  Suggested items include lotions, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo and Q-tips.  Please drop off your donations by February 22nd. Thank you for your support and generosity.
The Board of Christian Education will meet February 8th immediately after church.

Church Growth and Care Ministries

Please send in articles for the March newsletter by February 20th. You can leave them in the office or E-mail them to: eucmech@yahoo.com. Thank you!

February Milestones
                                                                    
Emmanuel Family News
Watch for the March for news of Emma Dixon’s visit to Washington, D.C. and the presidential inauguration!
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Find the words from Deuteronomy 6:5 in the heart shape.
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Kids Klips
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February 2009
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1
	2
	3
	4

7:00- Bible Study
	5

7:00-Choir
7:15-Search Committee
	6
	7

	8

Sunday

School-9:45

Worship

11:00

Communion

Board of Christian Ed. meeting
	9
	10
	11

7:00- Bible Study
	12

7:00-Choir
	13
	14

	15

Sunday

School-9:45

Worship

11:00


	16
	17
	18

7:00- Bible Study
	19

7:00-Choir
7:15-Search Committee


	20

Newsletter

Deadline
	21

	22

Sunday

School-9:45

Worship

11:00


	23
	24
	25

7:00- Bible Study
Ash Wednesday
	26

7:00-Choir
	27
	28
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From your Temporary Shepherd………….








 Birthdays


5-Jennifer Wilkinson


6-John Gartner


7-Austin Rowland                                       


15-Jonathan Wilkinson


24-Jo Anne Fraser





Anniversaries





1-Vera & Chris Petronis


24 Bill & Jo Anne Fraser





  





VALENTINE MATCH – Can you match these famous couples?





ROMEO					MARY





BARACK					DAISY





ADAM						DIANA





JOSEPH					DALE





DAVID						MICHELLE





CHARLES					BARBIE





KEN						EVE





ABRAHAM					GRACIE





FRANKLIN					LUCY





HOSEA					MARGE





SAMSON					JULIET





KERMIT					ANGELNA





DESI						BATHSHEBA





ROY						ELEANOR





ABNER						GOMER





BRAD						SARAH





GEORGE					PIGGY





HOMER					DELILAH
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Church Ministries
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