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From the Interim Pastor 

Greetings, everyone – Happy New Year!   


It was such a joy to be with you during this Advent and Christmas season, and I want to thank all of you who helped make it so meaningful.  

To everyone who helped decorate to make the sanctuary so beautiful for the season;

To all those who coordinated meals, coffee hours, and who hosted events in your homes (I always seem to go to churches who eat a lot);

To all who read and participated in worship services, and who did the Advent candle readings;

To all the children and youth who portrayed the birth of Jesus in the Christmas pageant, and the teachers and leaders who directed them.  


To the youth leader and youth group who partied at the house and helped decorate my tree for Christmas;


To the musicians and singers, organist and choir director, who so beautifully blessed us with music each week;

To everyone who brought an abundance of shoeboxes and white gifts for children who have little, and so generously contributed to the food box and special monetary offerings;

To those who shoveled and snow blowed (blew?) and kept the walks and steps clean and safe for us (nice to have a white Christmas, wasn’t it?)

To all those who have faithfully served on boards and committees during this year, who kept the finances in order and church programs running so smoothly;


To all of you who have worked so hard for the Lord and the church this year, often without notice or thanks – and sometimes during difficult days;


To all of you who know that this church is special to your lives, and who bring your best gifts to it – in season and out,
THANK-YOU–THANK-YOU–THANK-YOU!!!

                               cont.
2008 will be an interesting and challenging year for us, as we work together to put away some of the problems of the past and continue planning for the future.  We will have the opportunity to discuss and define the church’s ministry, seek the Lord’s direction as we look to a new day, and take some steps for growth in preparing for a new pastor.  

You have a wonderful fellowship here and many gifts to share, as well as excellent leaders.  I have no idea how long we will be together this year, but I look forward to continuing the journey with you.

New Year’s blessings to all!

Your Temporary Shepherd

Pastor Jerrie

Education Ministries
     On Sunday, Dec. 23, the congregation was treated to the Sunday School Christmas pageant, “The Birth of Jesus,” during the worship time.  It was postponed from the week before because of the storm, but was worth the wait.     What a joy it was to see our children re-enacting the birth story of Jesus, with angels, shepherds, innkeeper, and wise men.  

     Mary was beautifully played by Kate Bobear, who played a guitar solo, and Andrew Petronis became an instant father as he replaced Jack Gartner, who was sick that day.   Everyone did a wonderful job in telling the story - from the older youth who were narrating, to Alisa Petronis  “Baaaa..ing” her way down the aisle as a sheep.  We were also treated to Nina Fusco’s beautiful voice in a solo. Many thanks to Laurie Bobear and Carol Gartner for directing, and to all the others who helped in the production.  

     Thank-you also to the Elders who prepared the delicious coffee hour.  We were also happy to see Joanne Wilkinson in worship that day, as she was visiting with Jon, Casey, and her grandson, Andrew.  

Youth Ministries

Youth Schedule

January 13-Bible Study in the Youth Group Room, immediately after worship.  Please pack a lunch!
January 27- Church meeting with Rev. Cass Shaw 
Because of the meeting on Feb. 3rd. 
We will make the trip to Cook Adult Home on Feb 10.
Mission and Outreach Ministries
Special Offering for Retired

Pastors and Spouses 

At the Christmas Eve service, we had the opportunity receive an offering for retired pastors and their widowed spouses. This is a very special offering that provides an annual gift to them, as well as emergency help in times of need. This offering is received through the American Baptist Churches Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) and the Presbyterian Church, USA

 Christmas Joy Offering. It will be equally divided between the two denominations.
We collected over $200!
Thank You!
Mechanicville Food Pantry
Last month the members of Emmanuel United Church exceeded our goal of delivering 100 food items to the food pantry at the Mechanicville Community Center.

We collected 174 items!
Thanks to all who donated and also the Larry Rowland for delivering the food to the Community Center! Please remember the food pantry is in need of food all throughout the year; especially needed are items such as peanut butter, jelly, juice, canned fruits, boxed meals or side dishes, and baby items such as diapers and wipes.
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Please turn in your annual reports to the office by Wednesday January 15.
Thank You!
Please be present for the Congregational Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 3rd, following worship. 

This is an important meeting as reports will be given and ideas shared regarding the church. 

See You There!

**********************************************

If you wish to have the monthly newsletter mailed to you during 2008, please mail a check for $4.10 to the office by January 31st.  
 Milestones
January
    
                 Birthdays



       Anniversaries

1-Doris Aldrich

                15-Jo Ann & Jeff Wilkinson

2-Bill Wheelock                                                             29-Shirley & John Coons

2-Marion McGowan

3-Mary Beth Fusco                                                  

6-William Sullivan                                                  

12-Casey Wittchen

25-Kristin Otis

26-Catherine MacDonald

27-Harry Conerty, Jr.

A COUPLE “HOUSEKEEPING” REMINDERS:

     There have been several occasions lately when doors were found unlocked and lights left on.  Please be sure that all lights are off and the doors locked when you leave the church building, especially if you are the last going out. 
     Also, don’t forget to recycle all your non-confidential papers – there are containers by the copy machine and in the back of the sanctuary.  Thank-you!!
Emmanuel United Family News
Nina Fusco, 8th Grade, was named the Modified Girl’s Student Athlete for the 2007 Season at Mechanicville Middle School. Congratulations, Nina! 
Please feel free to share your family news with us! Send information items to the office or e-mail to us at eucmech@yahoo.com. 
Kids Klips
           For the New Year

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)
A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)

P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18)
P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)

Y ield not to temptation (1Thessalonians 5:22)
N eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10)
E xamine yourself daily ( 2 Corinthians 13:5)

W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Y ield you members to righteousness (Romans 6:11,16)

E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)

A im at sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1)

R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15, 16)

 More News
From Pastor Jerrie:
Thank-you so much for the very generous gift certificates to two of my favorite places. It was very thoughtful of you, and most unexpected, since I’ve been here such a short time. (also, remember the “Simply Certificates” you gave me for Pastor Appreciation in Oct.? When Kris was here last week, I used one and took him to lunch at the Olde Bryan Inn. Yum! Thanks so much!)
Community News
Life Line Screening Radiology, LLC is sponsoring a day of preventative screenings on Friday, January 11 at the Mechanicville Area Community Center.

This series of 4 non-invasive tests can help to identify risks for stroke, Peripheral Artery disease, Abdominal Aortic Aneurism, and Osteoporosis.

These tests include a state of the art ultrasound screening of the carotid arteries, screening of the abdominal aortic aneurysm, a third test which screens for plaque build-up in the arteries of the legs, and a fourth bone density test which screens for 

signs of osteoporosis.

These painless, non-invasive tests take about 10 minutes each and are offered for $45 each. The osteoporosis test is $35. All four tests are $129. 

You must pre-register by calling 1-800-407-4557.

Please see the flyer on the bulletin board and on the back table in the sanctuary.   
The New Year
Faithful Companion,
In this new year I pray:

To live deeply, with purpose,

To live freely with detachment,

To live wisely, with humility,

To live justly, with compassion,

To live lovingly, with fidelity,

To live mindfully, with awareness,

To live gratefully, with generosity,

To live fully, with enthusiasm.

Help me to hold this vision and to daily renew it in my heart,

Becoming ever more one with you,

My truest Self.

                                                                                         Joyce Rupp
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You will see above some information on a conflict transformation workshop to be held in Bennington, VT in Feb.  I realize that many of you work on weekdays and can’t change your schedules, but for any of you who can attend, it will be a very valuable experience.  I am hoping to be there, and would love to take a few others with me.   Bennington is an easy commute so we can come home at night, and the $30 fee (which includes lunches) is a real bargain.  You won’t find this kind of training at this price – and this proximity – for a long time.  Please let me know if you are interested or would like more information.  










Pastor Jerrie

January 2008

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	1

Happy New Year!
	2

7:30pm-Bible Study
	3

7pm- Choir


	4
	5

	6

9:45 Sunday School

11:00

Worship

Communion Sunday

Epiphany
	7

Pastor Jerrie in NYC
	8

7:15- Search

Committee
	93:45
Discipleship

Class

7:30pm-Bible Study
	10

7pm- Choir


	11
	12

	13

9:45 Sunday School

11:00

Worship

Youth Group Bible Study
	14
	15

Annual Reports due 
to the office

	16

7:30pm-Bible Study
	17

7pm- Choir


	18
	19

	20

9:45 Sunday School

11:00

Worship


	21
	22

Newsletter

deadline
	23

3:45

Discipleship

Class

7:30pm-Bible Study
	24

7pm- Choir


	25
	26

	27

9:45 Sunday School

11:00

Worship
Meeting with Rev. Cass Shaw


	28
	29

7:15- Search

Committee
	30

7:30pm-Bible Study
	31

7pm- Choir


	
	

















Looking Ahead:


The Annual Meeting is scheduled for February 3rd.





Pastor Jerrie away on vacation January 14-21





Church Growth and Care Ministries
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Church Ministries
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