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September Newsletter deadline -- August 21, 2006
CHURCH WEBSITE—the monthly newsletter is now on our Church Website:  eucmech.org.  If you would rather read it on line than receive a printed copy, please call the church office.
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Dear Ralph,

Yesterday I witnessed for the first time a local event—sort of a tradition, apparently—that happens one week each year.  Since this event helps people with their spring cleaning, it takes place when springtime arrives.  Some of the church children told me this event is known as “Junk Pick-up Day.” I was wondering why one house down our street had an old television in the front yard, while another yard held a used washing machine.  A large truck comes by during the day and picks up items left at the curbside, unless some neighbor considers your trash to be his treasure and grabs it first!  Such items might include a certain style of living room furniture or well-worn mattress and box springs set. “Junk Pick-up Day” is only one of our new experiences in our new hometown of Mechanicville.  

Ralph, it has been a real challenge trying to get settled into a different and unfamiliar part of the country.  I am still learning how to find places and do things, and I am trying to say “you guys” instead of “y’all.”  Many of us do not like change, because it makes us feel uncomfortable and insecure. Going through change in our lives is often challenging, whether it means a change of the seasons or a change of life situation.  And changes produce a lot of stress—even changes that are positive or pleasant. Graduating from school, joining the military, entering the job market, getting married, having children, relocating from one place to another and retiring from a career are some of the stress-filled changes in people’s lives.

In a movie I saw recently, one character claimed:  “Belief is what gets us there.”  Going through change—getting from here to there—takes belief in ourselves and in other people.  But most of all, it takes belief in God’s unconditional love for us.  In Romans (v. 12:2) Paul writes: “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
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This spiritual transformation has been compared to the process of a caterpillar becoming a butterfly.  It is the way we become the new creations God intends for us to be. The question I might need to ask is: “Am I willing to be changed by God?”

Grace and peace,

Dr. John
EDUCATION MINISTRIES
[image: image29.wmf]
June 11th will be our last day of Sunday school.  We will have a rehearsal for Children's Sunday during Sunday school time.  The children will be responsible for much of the church service.  Teacher and volunteer recognitions, and presentation of bibles will take place during the service.  
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The annual picnic will follow at the Bobear's house.  Please plan on bringing a dish to pass, lawn chairs, swim suits, towel sunscreen, etc.  Hotdogs, hamburgers and beverages will be provided.  Directions to their house can be found on the table at the back of the church.  If someone needs a ride, transportation will be provided.
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We are looking for teachers for the next school year, beginning in September 2006.  We ask you to consider becoming a Sunday school teacher, co-teacher, or substitute teacher.  Thanks for your consideration as you remember that the children are the future of our Emmanuel family.  
The Board of Christian Education wishes to thank all those who have shared their valuable time and energies with our children.  We wish you and your family a happy and healthy summer.  

Top of Form

 Youth Group
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THANK-YOU!

Thanks to all who participated in the Iron Chef Dessert Competition held Friday, May 19th.  The show was a success with lots of food and fun.  The Youth Group would like to especially thank our Iron Chefs, Kevin McCormack and Mary Beth Fusco, as well as Sierra Miller and Judi Callanan who added a spaghetti dinner to the affair this year...Yum! The Youth Group raised $160 for the Sunday School teachers to improve their rooms.

See you all again next year!     --Vera Petronis

YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE:

Sat., June 17:  

Yard and Bake Sale - Teens show up by 8:00




a.m. for set-up.

Sun., July 9-Fri., July 14:  Missions Trip to Newark, NY.  Three teens are




signed up to go, and Heidi Wittchen will be




accompanying.  See Heidi for details.

August:  


Annual summer fun get-together - possibly to





Great Escape again.  Details to follow.

Sun., Sept. 10:  

Youth Group Organizational Meeting and Pizza

 
              
Party - immediately following the service.

All teens, grades 8-12 are welcome especially any new teens moving up!
YOUTH GROUP BAKE AND YARD SALE

On Sat., June 17, the Youth Group will be having a bake and yard sale in front of the church.  The money raised will be for our November trip, and we're asking that any of you who have items you would be willing to donate to the sale, please bring them to the dining room.  We'll be using one of the tables for storage (look for a sign - printed, not spiritual!) so you can place your items there.  If you would like to contribute baked items, please bring those to the church the morning of the 17th.  The sale will be from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Thank-you!

Spring Mission Campaign Update!


“We’re on a mission from God!”  Those who have seen The Blues Brothers might remember that line from the movie.  The two brothers—Jake and Elwood Blues—are determined to raise enough money to save their orphanage from being closed due to nonpayment of taxes. They complete this mission by reuniting their band and playing a concert. Jake and Elwood consider their mission to be inspired from above, and they commit themselves completely to its success. 


Emmanuel United Church is on a mission from God. Instead of getting a musical group together and playing a concert to raise money, we’re fishing!  But we need the same strong commitment to make sure our mission succeeds.  


“GO FISH!  IT WILL REEL-LY HELP!” is the theme of this year’s Spring Mission Campaign.  The campaign began on Sunday, April 30 and continues through Sunday, May 28.  The goal set by the Board of Elders is $1500.  As with past campaigns, the money raised will be equally divided between mission programs of our two denominations—the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA) and American Baptist Churches USA (ABC/USA).  


One Great Hour of Sharing is the offering traditionally received by PCUSA churches on Easter Day.  This offering helps in three different areas of need—Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People.  The promotional materials we’ll be using for our Spring Mission Campaign this year are from the One Great Hour of Sharing.  The ABC/USA offering received at this time of year is America for Christ.  Projects included in this offering have been US military chaplains and spiritual resources for members of our armed forces. Each year, Emmanuel United Church also selects and supports other local and regional ministries. 


Our sanctuary display—a giant paper aquarium—is being filled with colorful cardboard fish decorated by the Sunday school.  Each fifty dollars raised toward our $1500 goal adds another fish to the aquarium.  Your contributions will fill the aquarium with fish—and help to support mission programs of the PCUSA and ABC/USA.  With one Sunday left in the campaign, we have collected $1305.12 and 26 fish have been caught by our Sunday school children and added to the aquarium.  Come on Emmanuel “GO FISH” as we need 4 more fish to fill our aquarium and $194.88 to reach our goal!  

The congregation has enjoyed watching the children catch the fish each week and last week watched a clever skit put on by the Board of Elders.  Also, for a $25 donation, you can take home a live beta fish.  
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Yes, we’re on a mission from God. It’s the Spring Mission Campaign of Emmanuel United Church—“GO FISH!  IT WILL REEL-LY HELP!”           

WORSHIP MINISTRIES

Daily Bible Readings
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1) 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Called Together in Christ
2) 1 Corinthians 1:10-17
Be United in Christ

3) 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
We Proclaim Christ Crucified to All

4) 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
God Brings Us to Christ

5) James 1:2-8
Faith and Wisdom

6) James 3:13-18
Two Kinds of Wisdoms

7) Ephesians 1:15-21
A Spirit of Wisdom

8) Colossians 1:24-29
Warn and Teach Everyone in Wisdom

9) 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
Faith Not Based on Human Wisdom

10) 1 Corinthians 2:6-10
We Speak God’s Wisdom

11) 1 Corinthians 2:11-16
Words Not Taught by Human Wisdom
12) Matthew 13:3-9
Spreading God’s Word
13) Matthew 13:24-30
Growing Together

14) Hebrews 5:7-14
The Need for Teachers

15) Ephesians 3:14-21
Strengthened with Power through the Spirit

16) 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Servants through Whom You Believe

17) 1 Corinthians 3:10-15
Building on the Foundation of Christ

18) 1 Corinthians 3:16-23
Do Not Boast about Human Leaders

19) 1 Peter 4:1-11
Good Stewards of God’s Grace

20) John 13:2b-9
Jesus Washes Peter’s Feet

21) John 13:12-17
Serve One Another


22) Mark 10:41-45
Become a Servant

23) 1 Corinthians 4:1-7
Stewards of God’s Mysteries

24) 1 Corinthians 4:8-13
We Are Fools for Christ

25) 1 Corinthians 4:14-21
A Fatherly Admonition on Responsibility

26) 1 John 4:7-16
God Is Love

27) 1 Corinthians 7:1-5
Instructions for Husbands and Wives

28) 1 Corinthians 7:6-11
Advice to the Unmarried and Widows

29) 1 Corinthians 7:12-16
If You Have an Unbelieving Spouse

30) 1 Corinthians 7:17-24
Live as God Called You
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Date
Location
Preacher
Time

July 2
EUC
Alan Rhodes
9:30 AM

July 9
TALLMADGE PARK
John Miller  
9:00 AM
July 16
EUC
John Miller
9:30 AM

July 23
EUC
John Miller
9:30 AM
July 30
EUC
John Miller
9:30 AM

August 6
UMC
John Miller
9:30 AM

August 13
UMC
Alan Rhodes
9:30 AM

August 20
UMC
Alan Rhodes
9:30 AM
August 27
UMC
Alan Rhodes
9:30 AM
September 3
UMC
Alan Rhodes
9:30 AM

	

	


During the summer, the loose offering will go to the host church.  September 10—Sunday school for all ages begins at 9:45 a.m. and the Worship Service with Communion will be at 11:00 a.m.

CHURCH GROWTH AND CARE MINISTRIES
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Congratulations

to Our 

2006 
College Graduate

   Kevin Rowland  

Congratulations

to Our 

2006 

   High School Graduates

Daniel McCormack

William Sullivan

Kelly Wilson

The Church Council is proud to announce the recipients of the 2006 Percy Waller Continuing Education Award are:
Daniel McCormack

William Sullivan
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Our sympathy and prayers go out to the family and friends of Ruth Butler who passed away on May 9, 2006 in a nursing home.   Ruth was a member of our church family for 66 years and was active until she moved to Massachusetts to be near her son, Barney, and his family.  A memorial service will be held at a date to be announced.
A pastoral visit is important in the moments of greatest need. However, a pastoral visit cannot be shared if the pastor does not know about a person's illness.  Please call the church office at 664-5204 or the Pastor's home a 541-2420 if you or someone you know is in the hospital.
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Believe in yourself; you are God’s creation




                 Believe in your job; honest work is a form of




 worship.
Believe in this day; every minute contains an

 opportunity to serve God.
Believe in your family; create harmony and

 togetherness by working together.

Believe in the present; yesterday is gone, and

 tomorrow may never come.

Believe in God’s promise; God means it when

 God says, "I am with you always."

Believe in God’s mercy; since God 
  
forgives you, you can forgive your

   self and try again tomorrow.

GENERAL MINISTRIES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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Mission Trip
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	1------------------Hazel Davis

4------------------Barry Constantine

5------------------Jon Paul Steenbakker

8------------------Nancy McCormack

8------------------Emily Paulsen

9------------------Alisa Lynn Petronis

19----------------David Callanan

19----------------Joyce Floud

22----------------Brian Morin
24----------------Dorothy Salmon

24----------------Laurie Bobear
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	4----------------Judi Callanan

11--------------Jeff Wilkinson

17--------------Brianna Wood

20--------------Melissa LaValley

25--------------Cindy Constantine

27--------------Hazel Conerty

28--------------Betty Herrick

29--------------Lauren Hawkins




	1------------1------------------Frank Morin                            
7------------7--- --------------Shirley Coons

7------------7------------------Virginia Moore    

8------------8------------------Daniel McCormack

13-----
	13----------13----------------Carol Gartner

25----------------Jim Floud

26----------26----------------Richard Panetta

29----------29----------------Larry Rowland

25-  
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	June 4    Becky & Phil Dixon

June 10  Mary Beth & John Fusco

June 17  Judi & Dave Callanan
June 28  Darlene & Bob Salmon

July 3      Linda & Larry Rowland

July 6     Joyce & Jim Floud
	July 11       Melissa & Ray LaValley

July 15       Laurie & Bill Bobear

August 7    Elizabeth & Eric Swan

August 22  Carol & John Gartner

August 23  Juanita & Jon-Paul Steenbakkers
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OVER THE SUMMER MONTHS, THE BILLS DO NOT STOP COMING IN SO PLEASE KEEP YOUR PLEDGES COMING IN.  THIS WOULD BE VERY MUCH APPECIATED BY THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYING THE BILLS.

Over the summer months, the church directory will be updated.  If anyone has an address change or a telephone number change, please let someone in the church office know.  Also, if you have an E-mail address, please let Judi know, and it will be included in the directory.  Also, let us know your birthday and/or anniversary date so that we can publish them in the newsletter.  
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KIDS KLIPS
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Playing games with your parents or friends
can be fun. Each player has a coin.

Take turns. Use Buttons for game pieces.
Toss your coin. Tails move 1 space,
heads move 2 spaces. If you land on
a number, you get to move that
many more spaces. If you land
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Emmanuel United Church

516 Park Avenue

Mechanicville, NY   12118
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Try and catch the wind


This was the title of a song sung decades ago by Donovan: “Ah, but I may as well try and catch the wind.” Written as a love song it reflects the longing for the beloved and the joy of being together, but also the elusive element that refuses to be captured or contained. I find it appropriate to describe life in the Spirit.

The wind, as Jesus told Nicodemus, blows where it will. (John 3:8) It chooses where it will go. We cannot control it or pre-empt it.

The Holy Spirit is like quick-silver – here one moment, somewhere else the next. Unpredictable, exciting, surprising, creative. It’s like a dance, or a child playing, or the wind sighing through the trees.

It brings life, power, energy, and gifts. Dancing with it bears fruit, we become more patient, gentle, and self-controlled.

There is a certain inner disposition that is needed from us if we wish to live by the Spirit and it is reflected in Donovan’s song. We cannot expect to direct or control it. And it cannot move or flow through people or communities who are tough, rigid, inflexible, or closed.

Life in the Spirit is a wild adventure. We set our course, choose our programs, but unless the wind catches our sails we are going nowhere. We establish our lives, set up our relationships, homes, work, interests – but unless the Spirit animates them we are moribund.
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I like to think of life in the Spirit as a kind of dance – yes, even for old, stiff limbs! When the music starts, when a hand is held out to us, we join in. We know the basic steps, but the rhythm invites new ones. We risk doing things differently.

So in this season of Pentecost, let us discern and celebrate and move with the Spirit, and experience, like the singer, the joy of “trying to catch the wind.”

· Ann Siddall.   Ann Siddall is a Spiritual Director working within the life of the Uniting Church. She lives in South Australia.
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The wind, as Jesus told Nicodemus, blows where it will. (John 3:8) It chooses where it will go. We cannot control it or pre-empt it.
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I like to think of life in the Spirit as a kind of dance – yes, even for old, stiff limbs! When the music starts, when a hand is held out to us, we join in. We know the basic steps, but the rhythm invites new ones. We risk doing things differently.

So in this season of Pentecost, let us discern and celebrate and move with the Spirit, and experience, like the singer, the joy of “trying to catch the wind.”

– Ann Siddall.  Ann Siddall is a Spiritual Director working within the life of the Uniting Church. She lives in South Australia.

Emmanuel United Church

516 Park Avenue

Mechanicville, NY   12118
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