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June Newsletter deadline -- May 22, 2006
Dear Ralph,

It’s that time of the year again.  Do you know what time of year it is?  It’s spring time—and that means it’s time for the annual SPRING MISSION CAMPAIGN at Emmanuel United Church.  The theme for this year’s campaign is “GO FISH!  IT WILL REEL-LY HELP!”  Did you notice the play on words?  I thought you would. 

Ralph, if you go into our church sanctuary, you’ll see a big, beautiful aquarium on the wall.  The aquarium isn’t filled with water, because that might cause a big mess!  The aquarium will be filled with cardboard fish decorated by the children and youth of our Sunday School classes.  During the Time With Our Children each Sunday morning, we’ll be catching more fish to put into our aquarium.  The more fish that go into the tank, the more money we’ll raise for the mission campaign.  And all the money we raise will go to help people who really need it.

In his recent book Credo, The Rev. William Sloane Coffin wrote the following:

In the Holy Land are two ancient bodies of water.  Both are fed by the Jordan River.  In one, fish play and roots find sustenance.  In the other, there is no splash of fish, no sound of bird, no leaf around.  The difference is not in the Jordan, for it empties into both, but in the Sea of Galilee:  for every drop taken in, one goes out.  It gives and it lives.  The other gives nothing.  And it is called the Dead Sea.   

If we bottle up the abundant grace that God continually gives us, we risk spiritual death.  A central message of Jesus’ life and teaching is that love and humility are more enduringly powerful and enriching than any of the forms of wealth and power the world has to offer.  In sharing God’s love and blessing with others we can remain alive to their power.  In taking them for granted and hoarding them for ourselves, we lose our ability to taste and enjoy them.      

Ralph, over the years our church has responded so generously to many urgent needs of our sisters and brothers around the world.  Our gifts to this year’s SPRING MISSION CAMPAIGN—Sunday, April 30 through Sunday, May 28—will continue to help people who lack even the basic necessities of life.  All of the money we raise will be evenly divided between mission projects of the American Baptist Churches USA and the Presbyterian Church USA.  I have no doubt that members and friends of Emmanuel United Church will respond generously again to this year’s theme—“GO FISH!  IT WILL REEL-LY HELP!”  

May the living water of Christ’s love wash through us, satisfying our deepest thirst and moving us outward to quench the thirst of our suffering sisters and brothers around the world.  Let us meet—and exceed—the goal of $1500 set by our Board of Elders for this year’s SPRING MISSION CAMPAIGN!       



Grace and peace,


Dr. John

EDUCATION MINISTRIES
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Palm Sunday was a special day for Sunday School as we began the celebration of Holy Week.  All the classes gathered for crafts, food and fellowship.  Thanks to Mrs. Salmon who led a discussion on what Palm Sunday is all about.  We are doing some preliminary planning on an alternative program to our usual three-day Vacation Bible School.  Watch for more details.  

There will be no Sunday School on May 14 or May 28th.  


Carol Gartner

Board of Christian Education
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TWO CULINARY GIANTS MEET IN BATTLE!!  IRON CHEF DESSERT 2006
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Returning champion, Kevin McCormack, takes on upstart challenger, Mary Beth Fusco.  Who will win??  Why, the audience, of course, because they get to taste and judge!  On Friday, May 19, please join The Emmanuel United Youth Group downstairs in the dining room, as we present our Third Annual Iron Chef Dessert Competition.  The cost is $5 for adults and $3 for children, ages 2-11.  We also ask that each family brings a potluck dessert to share (because a taste of dessert is never enough!).  Invite your friends and family for an evening of fun with entertainment (our chefs), door prizes, a raffle and, of course, food!  All proceeds will be handed over to the Emmanuel Sunday School teachers so they can make improvements in their rooms.  The festivities begin at 7:00 p.m. so see you there!

YOUTH GROUP FOR HIRE

This is just a reminder that spring is upon us, and, as we have been in the past, the Youth Group is willing to help you out with your spring cleaning, yard work, painting, etc.  The money raised goes towards their annual November conference trip to Syracuse so you both get and give some help!  If you're interested, contact Vera Petronis at 372-2233, and we can work out a time.  We ask $5 per teen per hour, with a minimum of two teens and one hour (I send them out in pairs, just like our good Lord did!).  Thank-you!
YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE

Sat., May 6: 
Church Work Day at the manse.  While this is not strictly a Youth Group function, your 

participation will count towards your service project quota.  See me or the bulletin for details

 on times.

Sun., May 7:  
Bible Study immediately following the service - pack a lunch.

Fri., May 19:  
Iron Chef Dessert - teens please arrive no later than 6:30 p.m. so we can set up.  

Sun., Jun. 11:  Movie & Discussion immediately following the service.  This will be our final "Bible Study" of 

the year.  Please pack a lunch, but dessert will be provided.

** Please note, there will be at least one more get-together and a fundraiser in June, but we'll discuss at future meeting.
YOUTH GROUP BAKE AND YARD SALE

On Sat., June 17, the Youth Group will be having a bake and yard sale in front of the church.  The money raised will be for our November trip, and we're asking that any of you who have items you would be willing to donate to the sale, please bring them to the dining room.  We'll be using one of the tables for storage (look for a sign - printed, not spiritual!) so you can place your items there.  If you would like to contribute baked items, please bring those to the church the morning of the 17th.  The sale will be from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Thank-you!

WORSHIP MINISTRIES

Daily Bible Readings
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1) Proverbs 2:1-5
Seek Wisdom
2) Proverbs 2:6-15
Wisdom Brings Knowledge, Prudence and Understanding

3) Proverbs 2:16-22
Follow the Way of the Good

4) Proverbs 3:1-12
Trust and Honor God

5) Proverbs 3:13-20
Wisdom Is Precious

6) Proverbs 3:21-30
Wisdom Brings Security

7) Proverbs 3:31-35
Do What Is Right

8) Proverbs 8:1-9
Learn Prudence and Acquire Intelligence

9) Proverbs 8:10-21
Receive Advice, Wisdom, Insight and Strength

10) Proverbs 8:22-31
Wisdom Participated in Creation
11) Proverbs 8:32-36
Listen to Wisdom’s Instruction
12) Proverbs 9:1-6
Wisdom Extends an Invitation

13) Proverbs 9:7-12
Wisdom Multiplies Our Days

14) Proverbs 9:13-18
Folly Extends an Invitation

15) Proverbs 10:27-32
God’s Way Is a Stronghold

16) Proverbs 11:1-5
Wisdom, Not Pride

17) Proverbs 11:6-10
Righteousness, Not Treachery

18) Proverbs 11:11-15
The Importance of Guidance and Counsel

19) Proverbs 11:16-21
Blameless Ways, Not Wickedness

20) Proverbs 11:22-26
Generosity, Not Stinginess

21) Proverbs 11:27-31
Goodness, Not Evil

22) Proverbs 4:1-9
Advice for Children

23) Proverbs 4:10-15
Keep on the Right Path

24) Proverbs 10:18-23
Wise People Value Wise Conduct

25) Proverbs 31:1-9
Advice from a Mother

26) Proverbs 31:10-15
Portrait of a Capable Wife

27) Proverbs 31:16-23
What an Ideal Wife Is Like

28) Proverbs 31:24-31
A Good Wife and Mother

29) Romans 10:9-13
God Is Lord of All

30) Colossians 1:15-20
We Are Reconciled in Christ

31) Ephesians 4:1-6
One Body and One Spirit




Flower Chart
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Anyone who wishes to donate flowers during the church year may do so by signing up on the flower chart in the sanctuary or by calling the church office.  The cost of the flowers is $10 for both vases, and the money may be sent to the church or put in the collection plate on Sunday mornings.
CHURCH GROWTH AND CARE MINISTRIES

[image: image4.wmf]
[image: image21.png]


                   Over the summer months, the church directory will be updated.  If anyone has an address change or a telephone number change, please let someone in the church office know.   Also, please let us know if you have an email address, and we will publish it in the directory.

A pastoral visit is important in the moments of greatest need. However, a pastoral visit cannot be shared if the pastor does not know about a person's illness.  Please call the church office at 664-5204 or the Pastor's home a 541-2420 if you or someone you know is in the hospital.

Announcing the Annual Percy Waller Continuing Education Award

[image: image5.wmf]
The Church Council announces that it is time for the annual Percy Waller Continuing Education Award.  This award is given to graduating seniors who are going on to some post-high school education.  These graduates must meet specific criteria:

              1.  Each senior must be a member of Emmanuel United Church or

              2.  Each senior must have a parent who is a member of Emmanuel United


      Church.

              3.  Each senior must be enrolled in a post-high school education program.

If you are a graduating senior or know of one who meets the above requirements, please call the church office.

[image: image6.wmf]
COMMUNITY CARING FUND needs your help!  If you have not made this outreach ministry a part of your monthly giving, please use the green envelope included in your offering envelope box for a donation on the first Sunday of each month.  Thank you!

IMPORTANT!
A workday will be held on 
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Saturday,   May 6, 
                                         beginning at 8:30 a.m.     
We need

everyone’s help.
CHURCH WEBSITE—The monthly newsletter is now on our Church Website:  eucmech.org.  If you would rather read it on line than receive a printed copy, please call the church office.
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Spring Mission Campaign

“We’re on a mission from God!”  Those who have seen The Blues Brothers might remember that line from the movie.  The two brothers—Jake and Elwood Blues—are determined to raise enough money to save their orphanage from being closed due to nonpayment of taxes. They complete this mission by reuniting their band and playing a concert. Jake and Elwood consider their mission to be inspired from above, and they commit themselves completely to its success. 


Emmanuel United Church is on a mission from God. Instead of getting a musical group together and playing a concert to raise money, we’re fishing!  But we need the same strong commitment to make sure our mission succeeds.  


“GO FISH!  IT WILL REEL-LY HELP!” is the theme of this year’s Spring Mission Campaign.  The campaign began on Sunday, April 30 and continues through Sunday, May 28.  The goal set by the Board of Elders is $1500.  As with past campaigns, the money raised will be equally divided between mission programs of our two denominations—the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA) and American Baptist Churches USA (ABC/USA).  


One Great Hour of Sharing is the offering traditionally received by PCUSA churches on Easter Day.  This offering helps in three different areas of need—Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People.  The promotional materials we’ll be using for our Spring Mission Campaign this year are from the One Great Hour of Sharing.  The ABC/USA offering received at this time of year is America for Christ.  Projects included in this offering have been US military chaplains and spiritual resources for members of our armed forces. Each year, Emmanuel United Church also selects and supports other local and regional ministries. 


Be on the lookout for our sanctuary display—a giant aquarium ready to be filled with colorful fish.  Don’t worry about a possible flood!  This aquarium will be made of paper, and the fish are cardboard decorated by the Sunday School.  Each fifty dollars raised toward our $1500 goal will add another fish to the aquarium.  Your contributions will fill the aquarium with fish—and help to support mission programs of the PCUSA and ABC/USA.  


Yes, we’re on a mission from God. It’s the Spring Mission Campaign of Emmanuel United Church—“GO FISH!  IT WILL REEL-LY HELP!”           
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GENERAL MINISTRIES
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                                               MAY    BIRTHDAYS

	     5-Florence Amann

6-Michael Wood

8-Meghan Salmon

9-Ray LaValley

12-Kevin Rowland

13-Richard Sullivan


	16-Cori Lynch

17-Ashley Wood

18-Deanna Lynch

26-Jenny Rowland

28-Doris Jarrard

29-Alex Gartner

30-J. Constantine


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:  Anne and Frank Morin on May 9, Nancy and Dan Golden on May 18 and Brian and Melissa Morin on May 30.  WE WISH YOU MANY MORE YEARS OF LOVE AND HAPPINESS TOGETHER!

	Please register your mobile phone to activate this feature.

Register your phone to receive a text message when you receive Mail from particular senders.
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This spring, get rid of all those noxious chemicals tying up space in your cupboard and replace them with a few simple items! Please remember to use  quality essential oils,  not fragranced oils.  You can obtain these oils and  others @ your local health food stores.
Baking Soda: Use baking soda as a replacement for other cleansers. It is a mild abrasive and deodorizer.
White Vinegar: Naturally deodorizes by absorbing odors and not just covering them up. The vinegar smell will dissipate when it dries. Keep in plastic spray bottle for general cleaning, adding essential oils for different areas to be cleaned.
Salt: For rust stains and soap scum, salt is a wonderful abrasive. Just sprinkle on and then scrub with your sponge soaked in essential oil water. Sweet orange oil is an excellent de-greaser and works well on soap scum too!
Cornstarch: Deodorizes by absorbing odors in fibers.
Borax: Cleans, deodorizes and disinfects. 
Essential oils:  Lemon and Sweet Orange cut through dirt and grease. Eucalyptus oil kills dust mites and airborne bacteria. Tea Tree is an antibacterial and anti fungal essential oil.
Toilet Bowl Cleaner: Sprinkle baking soda inside toilet on all surfaces. Mist with a mixture of 1 cup white vinegar and 1/2 oz tea tree essential oil. Let sit for a few minutes and then scrub with toilet brush. For tough stains, make a paste with lemon juice and borax and apply to stain. Let sit for 5 minutes and then scrub with brush.
 All Purpose Cleaner:  Dissolve 1/4 cup of baking soda in warm water along with 1/4 ounce of sweet orange or lemon oil, in spray bottle. Use on counter tops and floors. 
Furniture Polish:  Mix 1 cup olive oil and 1/2 cup lemon juice. Shake well and apply to a cleaning cloth or place mixture in a spray bottle with a nozzle control, works well! Use a dry cloth to remove excess oil from furniture. 
Carpet Freshener:  Pour a box of cornstarch in a ziploc bag along with 1/4 oz of lemon essential oil. Squeeze and rub the bag to disperse the essential oil throughout the powder. Let stand for at least 24 hours. Lightly sprinkle the powder on your carpets, let settle for 15 minutes (don't walk on it) and then vacuum. 
Natural Cleanser:  For areas where something a bit abrasive is needed, sprinkle baking soda onto area and then scrub using a damp sponge. For a little more cleaning power, mist the baking soda with a mixture of 1 cup white vinegar and 1/4 ounce lemon essential oil.
Dust Mite Prevention:  Dust mites, a leading cause of allergies, can be contained with eucalyptus oil. To kill dust mites in bedding, wash linens in hot water and add 1/4 ounce of eucalyptus oil to the cold or warm rinse cycle. Mist the mattress pad and/or mattress with pure eucalyptus essential oil before putting on clean sheets.
Happy Spring Cleaning!
Blessings Always,
Sierra
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KIDS KLIPS
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[image: image11.png]Mothers and Women in the Bible

Mother of Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25)

Daughter-in-law of Naomi (Ruth1:4-14)

_ _— __ Christian woman raised from the dead by Peter (Acts 9:36-43)

Mother of Ishmael (Genesis 16:15)

Mother of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5-57)

Jacob’s wife (Genesis 29:9-12)
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One of the women at the tomb (Mark 16:1)
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  Emmanuel United Church

  516 Park Avenue

  Mechanicville, NY   12118
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Who is my family?

One of the more confronting incidents that appears in all four Gospels is the one where Jesus' mother and brothers arrive while he is busy with the crowds, and demand to see him. Confident in their sense of belonging and the rights this brings, they are taken by surprise when Jesus does not immediately respond to them. (Matt 12:46-50)

Instead he uses the incident as an opportunity to pose some disturbing questions "Who is my mother?" and "Who are my brothers?" And the answer he is looking for is that everyone who seeks to live in tune with God's way is family.

For some people the experience of family is deeply satisfying and conveys identity, meaning and purpose to life. Family is top priority. For others the lack of close or harmonious family relationships feels like walking home on a winter's night and being on the outside of houses full of light, warmth and love.

Churches often use the word "family" to describe who they are, or to indicate the nature of their worship. We wish to affirm the institution of marriage and family and to be seen as "family friendly" yet many people feel excluded because they cannot attend with a "normal family" in tow.

And as it is in our small family or extended family units, so it is in the larger family of humankind - love, acceptance, and security cannot be guaranteed. We are frail and sometimes wounded human beings, who cannot meet all of each other's needs.
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It would seem that Jesus invites us to examine one of our most fundamental values - having a family. And provides us with questions that disturb us and take us deeper and wider until we see that, on his terms, "family" and "belonging" is to do with having a common humanity and a common calling. 

It is only by the grace of God that we can hope to live out the call to be "family" - in our family unit, extended family, community, nation, and world. So, who is my family?
- Ann Siddall

Ann Siddall is a Spiritual Director working within the life of the Uniting Church. She lives in South Australia.
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It would seem that Jesus invites us to examine one of our most fundamental values - having a family. And provides us with questions that disturb us and take us deeper and wider until we see that, on his terms, "family" and "belonging" is to do with having a common humanity and a common calling. 

It is only by the grace of God that we can hope to live out the call to be "family" - in our family unit, extended family, community, nation, and world. So, who is my family?
- Ann Siddall

Ann Siddall is a Spiritual Director working within the life of the Uniting Church. She lives in South Australia.
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