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For your summer (almost) reading.

I have long accepted the fact that one of my roles in life is recommending books.  (I grew up in a book store, remember.)  About once a year I share a list of the ones that I’ve found most helpful, and I realized I haven’t done that yet in this church.  So…..for your reading pleasure……here it is!   Some of them are for personal renewal, others for congregational issues.  I own all of these and most are available for lending of you want to borrow and check them out.   It’s almost time for those summer reading days.  (These are all non-fiction except for the last two. I figure you can find your own novels for the beach.)  
Sabbath, Finding Rest, Renewal and Delight in our Busy Lives, by Wayne Muller. I preached on Sabbath about a year ago, citing from this book.  It’s the best on the subject I’ve read, and is filled with suggestions of finding Sabbath moments in our busy lives.  

“At rest, our souls are restored.  This is the only commandment that begins with the word “remember,’ as if it refers to something we already know, but have forgotten. It is good…..It is beautiful.  In our hurry and worry and acquiring and working, we forget.  Rest, take delight in the goodness of creation, and remember how good it is.” (p. 44)       cont.
Last Child in Woods – Saving our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder, by Richard Louv.  This is an excellent book about how our children are losing touch with nature.  For those of you who love the outdoors, it’s a must-read.

“This book explores the increasing divide between the young and the natural world, and the environmental, social, psychological, and spiritual implications of that change.  It also describes the accumulating research that reveals the necessity of contact with nature for healthy child - and adult – development.” (p. 2)
Jesus, CEO – Using Ancient Wisdom for Visionary Leadership, by Laurie Beth Jones.  I was surprised that many of you didn’t know this book, as it’s been around for awhile.  It consists of about 75 short essays – a page or so – on Jesus’ leadership style.  I recommend it especially for those in leadership positions at work.   A sample of essay titles:  “He kept in constant touch with his boss…. He did not despise the little things……He had a plan…..He formed a team……He came to be a blessing…..He loved them to the end.”

Two subsequent books of hers are Jesus in Blue Jeans – A Practical Guide to Everyday Spirituality, also a series of essays for anyone who wants to be reminded of God’s presence in daily life.

Jesus, Life Coach – Learn From the Best is her latest, and equally good.  She emphasizes Focus, Balance, Productivity, Fulfillment in showing us Jesus as a life coach.

Learning to Fall – The Blessings of an Imperfect Life, by Philip Simmons

This book won the 2002 Award for Best Spiritual Book by Books for a Better Life, and fed my soul in a number of ways.  The author was 35 yrs. old when he contracted ALS, and these essays come out of his experience.  But it’s definitely a book about life, not death.  

“We are all – all of us – falling…..fallen from heights that may now seem only a dimly remembered dream, falling toward a depth we can only imagine….And so let us pray that if we are falling from grace, dear God, let us also fall with grace, to grace.  If we are falling toward pain and weakness, let us also fall toward sweetness and strength.  If we are falling toward death, let us also fall toward life.”  p. 12

12 Steps to Congregational Transformation, by David C. Laubach.  

This is a basic primer for congregational change, listing 12 areas of focus, such as “Choose to change….Assess your congregation…..Count the cost…..Be your very best.”   (This would be a good choice for a study group sometime.)

Reinventing Sunday, by Brad Berglund.  You’ve heard me quote from this several times, as we’ve talked about worship.   If you’re serious about studying your worship practices, this would be good for some of you to read.  He does a very good job of examining each aspect of worship and what it means, etc.

Who Stole My Church? by Gordon McDonald.  This is a fictionalized account of a congregation who struggles with change and renewal.  We are reading it in the interim pastors’ group, and it is very good.  You would find some parts of this are really close to home.  I highly recommend it.  

The Fall of the Year, by Janis Shepard Moon.   I couldn’t leave this column without recommending my sister’s book, an historical novel about the Cherry Valley massacre (near Cooperstown) in the 19th century.  If you like romance and time-travel, you’ll love this book.  (If she ever left her home in the Missouri Ozarks and came to visit me, you’d love her too.  At least I have her daughters, who live near Albany.)  

The list could of course be longer, these are just the top ones for now.   If you have a book that has been special to you, feel free to recommend it to the rest of us.  Happy reading!

I am with you on the journey,

Pastor Jerrie

Education Ministries
There will be no Sunday school on May 10th, May 17th and May 24th. 
Youth News
Youth Group Schedule:

Sat., May 2-Sun., May 3:  All-Nighter begins at 5:00 p.m. at the church.  Check your e mail for a list of what you can/should bring.  We will start with a potluck, followed by Devotional time and then games (yes, that includes Ga Ga Ball!).  Everyone must stay to help clean up in the morning so that the church is ready to go by Sunday school.  *This is a restricted event - only Youth Group members may attend.  **Spring Spin ticket orders are due by the end of church Sunday.
Sun., May 17:  Movie Day.  Meet at 1:00 p.m. (lunch on your own) in the Round Room.  We will watch a film and discuss at our June meeting.  *End-of-the-Year Evaluations will be passed out.
Sat., May 30:  Dessert Competition.  Be at the church by 6:30 p.m. for set-up.  Check your e mail weekly for our ongoing discussion concerning all of the details.  *Missions Paperwork due.
Sun., Jun. 7:  Discussion Day.  Meet in the Round Room at 1:00 p.m. (lunch on your own).  We will wrap up discussion of May's film & question.  *Please note this is our final Bible Study for the school year.  **End-of-the-Year Evaluations due.
Sat., Jun. 27 (tentative date):  End-of-the-Year Get-Together.  More details to follow.
 

DESSERT COMPETITION 
The Youth Group has decided to alter our usual Iron Chef Competition this year.  We will be having a Dessert Competition, but everyone is invited to enter.  What's your specialty?  Pie?  Cake?  Something else?  Keep watching your bulletins for more info as the Youth Group cooks up some surprises for you all - and yes, we'll still have plenty of door prizes and a basket raffle, as well.  Set aside the date:  Sat., May 30 at 7:00 p.m.  We'll be raising money for the church and

enjoying some great food into the bargain!  Come on, Sugar High!

Missions Trip 

Please note that we have two adult chaperones planning to go on our Missions Trip, July 19-24, but we need a third, or some of the teens will have to stay behind.  I know you don't want that - so check your schedules, and call Vera at 372-2233, or e mail at VeraP@nycap.rr.com.  All paperwork needs to be in by Sat., May 30, so if you're thinking about it, please contact me A.S.A.P. so I can give you any info and get paperwork to you.
Elders News
We still have LOTS of cookie dough to distribute. If you ordered some please come and pick it up.If you did not get a chance to order earlier, it’s not too late! Please see one of the Elders. The sale of cookie dough helps us to continue to fund our mission projects.



This is the 11th year that Emmanuel United Church will be presenting a play starring youth from our church and the local community. The setting is a tropical island where cast members are put to the test, not only to find the true leader inside of each of them, but to learn to lead like Jesus.
A free will offering will be taken following the performance to benefit Melani Fu. Melani is a one year old girl from Mechanicville who has been diagnosed with Mitochondrial disease. This affects her cell growth and causes infections. Please refer to the website for more information: www.eucmech.org. 

We hope and pray that soon she will have a treatment plan in place, so that she can enjoy life as a happy, healthy little girl. 
Performances will be on Friday, May 15 and Saturday, May 16 at 7:00pm at the church. There will be a third performance on Sunday May 17 at 7:00pm at the Arts Center on the Hudson, Main Street, Mechanicville.

Church Growth and Care Ministries

Please send in articles for the June newsletter by May 21st. You can leave them in the office or E-mail them to: eucmech@yahoo.com. Thank you!

May Milestones
                                                                    
          
Search Committee News

The EUC Search Committee continues to meet regularly.  We continue to conduct phone and face to face interviews with potential candidates from the American Baptist and Presbyterian denominations. When possible, we have also begun to observe potential candidates preaching styles. While the interview process is going well, it is long and filled with important details.  It is not a process that should be rushed and we are being methodical.  Please keep your search committee in your prayers as we continue to seek the person God is preparing for our church.

Submitted by Co-chairs Michael Wood and Becky Dixon
Emmanuel Family News

Social Networking, anyone?  

For those of you on FACEBOOK – Did you know EUC has its own page?  It’s under Emmanuel Church – remember him?  (If you look under Emmanuel United Church, you find a church in WV, I think.)   A lot of the kids are on it, and some neat youth group pics.  Not many adults yet, and not a lot of activity – but it would be great to get a good discussion going.  This will also take you to the facebook page for “Lifesong” - check it out!
Catherine MacDonald has moved to a skilled nursing unit in the Baptist Retirement Home.
 Her new address is: Baptist Health Nursing and Rehab Center                                                          

                                297 N. Ballston Ave. Room 3326B-Unit N3 

                                Scotia, NY 12302

She would be thrilled with cards and notes!

Kids Klips
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To find the letter for each number, look down the column to the dot and find its corresponding letter along the
left. To help you solve the puzzle, read Exodus 20:12.
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[image: image3.png]Make a Card for Mom

Fold a piece of heavy paper in half. On the inside — write a poem or just tell Mom how
much you love her. On the front — decorate with a picture or a design. You can use
ribbon, lace, buttons, sequins, beads, fabric or any trimmings. Markers or crayons can
be used as well.






	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2

YG All-Nighter

5 p.m.

Play Reh. 1-3
Baptism class 3pm

	3

9:45 S.S

11:00

 Worship         Communion

Bd. Of Elders

meeting


	4
	5
	6

7:00 Choir
	7

7:00 Bible Study
	8
	9

	10

9:45 Baptism class

11:00

 Worship         
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	11
	12
	13

7:00 Choir
	14

7:00 Bible Study
	15


	16

	1711am Worship   
YG Movie and Discussion  
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	18


	19
	20

7:00 Choir
	21

7:00 Bible Study

NEWSLETTER Deadline
	22


	23

	24
11:00

 Worship         
12:30 Baptism class

	25
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	26
	27
7:00 Choir

	28

7:00 Bible Study
	29
	30

Dessert 

Competition

7:00 p.m.

	31

9:45 S.S

11:00

 Worship 
12:30 Baptism class        
	
	
	
	
	
	



Every Sunday in May is Special!


May 3 –   Peace Sunday – Communion





May 10 – Mothers’ Day





May 17 – “Lifesong!”





May 24 – Memorial Sunday





May 31 – Pentecost 


     Be sure to wear RED to celebrate 


     the Spirit
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From your Temporary Shepherd………….








 Birthdays


5-Florence Amann


6-Michael Wood


6-Hayley Ingraham


8-Meghan Salmon


9-Raymond LaValley


12-Kevin Rowland


13-Richard Sullivan


16-Cori Lynch


17-Ashley Rose Wood


Anniversaries


9-Anne & Frank Morin


16-Patti & Robert Morris


18-Nancy & Dan Golden


30-Melissa & Brian Morin
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Church Ministries





3


3





4


4


5


6





18-Deanna Lynch


26-Jenny Rowland


28-Doris Jarrard


29-Alex Gartner


30-Jeremiah 


      Constantine








Lifesong Performances at 7:00 p.m.
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“Lifesong”


Performance


 7:00 p.m.


Arts Center








Coming in June!


June 6 “Lifesong” Cast Party 


June 7 – Celebration of Baptism 


June 14 – Children’s Day and Picnic


June 20 – Church Clean up day
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