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[image: image9.png]Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children in
desperate situations around the world through gifi-filled shoe boxes
and the Good News of God's love. This program of Samaritan’s
Purse provides an opportunity for people of all ages 10 be involved
in a simple, hands-on missions project while focusing on the true
meaning of Christmas—Jesus Christ,
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Dear Ralph,

You might recall from your Bible reading that Paul writes:  “I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me.  Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it.”  (Philippians 4:10)  As Emmanuel United Church has been involved this past year in ministry to proclaim Jesus Christ, we have demonstrated our concern for others by praying and giving.  We have prayed and given money and hoped God would do great things.  Maybe there have been times when we were amazed at what God has done!

Our church continues to seek renewal, growth and transformation by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Our desire as a congregation is to serve as an instrument of God’s love in our local community and in the world “out there.”  When we reflect on God’s surprises in our lives this past year, it is not only what God has done for us—but through us—that can surprise us so much!  Paul encountered many surprises during his missionary journeys.  Some of his surprises were happy and others not-so-happy.  Paul was jailed, shipwrecked and attacked, but he never lost his faith.  And God always surprised him with support. God wants us to be partners in proclaiming good news to the whole earth.  We become God’s partners by supporting the people who have been called to minister—and the people who have called and asked us to come and help them.  

The Fall Mission Campaign of Emmanuel United Church—“WINGS OF PRAYER:  Pray, Give and Change the Lives of Many”—comes to an end on Sunday, November 5, 2006.  We are so thankful for the money that members and friends of our congregation have contributed to this year’s campaign!  Along with thousands of other churches, we support a variety of ministries through our giving to the American Baptist Churches USA and the Presbyterian Church USA.  I am confident that our foreign missionaries and others who serve as our ministry partners rejoice in our support.  I trust that God also rejoices in our prayers and our giving, as we take another opportunity to support God’s work.       

Ralph, I believe that God will continue to surprise us in many different ways.  I pray that all of us will enjoy God’s surprises and give of ourselves to those who need our help.  During this season set aside for giving thanks, may God bless us and encourage us to share God’s blessings with others. HAPPY THANKSGIVING to you, Ralph, and to all the members and friends of Emmanuel United Church!  

Grace and peace,

Dr. John

EDUCATION MINISTRIES
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The next meeting for the Board of Christian Ed will be November 19.
November 5th is Bring-A-Friend Sunday.  Immediately following church service there will be a coffee hour to celebrate this special day with our friends.  Invitations were passed out in Sunday School classes on October 22 and October 29.  Invitations for adults to pass out are on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  
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Looking forward to Christmas, we invite everyone to the Hanging of the Greens on Sunday, December 3rd at 2:00 p.m.  Please plan on joining us for the festivities as we decorate the church for Advent and Christmas.  There will be crafts for the children and decorating for all.  We plan to be done by 4:00 p.m. for a Potluck Dinner.  Please bring a dish to pass.  Beverages will be provided.  Immediately following the potluck, we will gather around the Christmas tree for some caroling.
The children's Christmas Pageant is scheduled for Sunday, December 10th, during the worship service.  Rehearsals will occur during Sunday School on November 26th, December 3rd and December 10th.  At the end of November, we will send home information on the role your child will play.
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The Adult Sunday School Class meets at 10:00 a.m. in the Pastor’s Office.  On November 5, we are beginning a new series, “Learning to Love Yourself”, a seven-week study taught by Dr. John.  Join us for a time of lively learning!
Youth Group Schedule:
Sun., Nov. 5:  Babysitting for Guess Who's Coming to Dinner.  Meet at the church at 3:30, and bring $5

 for pizza/soda.  Also, bring any children's games, etc. you might think our charges would

 enjoy.
Fri., Sat., Sun., Nov. 10-12:  American Baptist Youth Conference in Syracuse, NY.  We will be

 meeting at the church by noon on Friday and returning late Sunday afternoon.  I will be

 handing out paperwork to those teens qualifying to attend as soon as it arrives.  
The week following Nov. 12:  The Youth Group is planning to assist in the Operation Christmas Child

 wrapping and prepping for shipment.  This will take place on a weeknight some time this

 week, but the date will be settled on closer to the time.

Sun., Nov. 26:  Bible Study - immediately following the service.  Please pack a lunch. 
Sat., Dec. 2 (date is tentative):  Work Day - More details to follow.

Sun., Dec. 17:  Bible Study immediately following the service - Pack a lunch.

Sun./Mon., Dec. 31-Jan. 1:  New Year's Eve All-nighter.  This activity is tentative dependent on the

 number of teens able to attend.

BABYSITTING

Adults!  If you were thinking about attending Guess Who's Coming to Dinner but didn't know what to do with the kids - look no further!  The Youth Group will once again be offering babysitting at the church for this event.  Babysitting will be available from 3:45 to 8:45, and we ask that you bring $5 per child to pay for pizza/soda (provided) plus whatever money you would like to donate to the Youth Group fund.  All proceeds are used to help pay for the teens' annual trip to the American Baptist Youth Convention in Syracuse, held every November.  An adult will also be present all evening.  If you have any questions, call Vera Petronis at 372-2233.  Thank-you!  P.S.  If you're not planning on attending the dinner but would still like some time without the kiddos that evening - bring them by - we're not carding anyone!
MISSION MINISTRIES

Christmas is coming – this year, give a gift that goes a long way!




WHAT IS OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD? 

Is your heart broken by the desperate plight of millions of children around the world? Whether they are refugees of civil war, survivors of a natural disaster, or victims of extreme poverty, these little ones need to know that they are precious to God. That’s the motivation behind Operation Christmas Child, the unique project of Samaritan’s Purse that enables caring people to share God’s love with hurting girls and boys in the far corners of the globe.

Take an ordinary shoe box, fill it with toys and other presents, and you have an extraordinary gift for a child in need of joy and hope. Most important, these shoe boxes provide opportunities for local believers to tell children about Jesus Christ through Gospel literature and evangelism programs. “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15, NIV).

Again, this year, Emmanuel United Church is providing you with the unique opportunity to share Christ with a needy child by using a simple shoebox!  Packing a shoebox is as easy as 1-2-3:

1. Find an empty shoebox and wrap it—lid separately.
2. Decide whether your gift will be for a boy or girl and choose an age category: (2-4), (5-9), or (10-14). Attach the completed label on the TOP of your box.

3. Fill your shoebox with a variety of gifts. 

Please enclose an envelope with $7 or more in your shoebox to help cover shipping and other costs. Please place the envelope so it is clearly visible on top of the gift items.  Place a rubber band around your shoebox and lid.  Some ideas for shoebox items include small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, hard candy, flashlights with extra batteries, ball caps, socks, T-shirts, toy jewelry sets, hair clips, watches, small picture books, etc. Please do not send used items; war-related items such as toy guns; perishable items; liquids, medicines, or breakable items. If you like, you may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. Brochures, containing packing labels and more details, are available in the back of the sanctuary.  For further information, contact Laurie Salmon.  Shoeboxes will be due at the church by Sunday, November 12, for a dedication ceremony.
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ATTENTION:  For your convenience, there are decorated boxes available in the back of the sanctuary.  All you have to do is assemble them.  Assembly instructions are also available.
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES
Daily Bible Readings
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1) Psalm 93
God’s Majesty and Might
2) 1 Kings 18:17-24
Who Is the Powerful God?

3) 1 Kings 18:25-29
Elijah Taunts the Baal Worshipers

4) 1 Kings 18:30-35
Elijah Built an Altar to God
5) 1 Kings 18:36-39
Elijah Prays, God Acts

6) Psalm 103:1-12
God Restores Us

7) Psalm 32
Renewal in the Lord

8) Joel 2:12-17
Return to the Lord

9) 2 Kings 22:1-7
Josiah Made King of Judah

10) 2 Kings 22:8-13
A Lost Book Is Found

11) 2 Kings 23:1-5
The People Renew Their Covenant

12) 2 Kings 23:21-25
Celebrate the Passover

13) Proverbs 1:20-33
Embrace Wisdom
14) Proverbs 8:32-36
Key to the Good Life

15) Jeremiah 1:11-19
Jeremiah Prophesies Judgment

16) Jeremiah 25:1-11
Jeremiah Predicts Jerusalem’s Fall

17) 2 Chronicles 36:11-14
Zedekiah Rebels Against God

18) 2 Chronicles 36:15-21
Jerusalem Falls
19) Psalm 137
Psalm of Remorse

20) Psalm 57
Prayer for Deliverance

21) Isaiah 57:14-19
God Promises to Lead and Heal

22) Psalm 130
God Forgives

23) Jeremiah 29:10-14
God’s Plan Revealed

24) 2 Chronicles 36:22-23
King Cyrus Plans to Rebuild

25) Ezra 1
The Exiles Return

26) Ezra 5:7b-14
Rebuilding the Temple

27) Luke 1:5-20
An Angel Promises

28) Luke 1:21-25
Elizabeth Is with Child

29) Luke 1:67-80
A Father Sings His Praise

30) Matthew 3:1-6
John Prepares the Way
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The Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held on Sunday, November 19, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. at Stillwater United Church.  Area clergy will participate.
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Anyone who would like to donate a poinsettia plant for the Christmas season, please have it to the church by Sunday, December 3, and put your name on the plant.

CHURCH GROWTH AND CARE MINISTRIES
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THE STAFF OF EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH WISHES EVERYONE A VERY HAPPY THANKSGIVING. . . 
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A pastoral visit is important in the moments of greatest need. However, a pastoral visit cannot be shared if the pastor does not know about a person's illness.  Please call the church office at 664-5204 or the Pastor's home at 541-2420 if you or someone you know is in the hospital.

.
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                                           NOVEMBER

                                 BIRTHDAYS
	4------------Nina Wendell

4------------Andrew Wilkinson

7------------Mark Rowland

10----------Jillian Salmon

11----------Rose Nichols
	12-----------Kate Bobear

20-----------Michael Eric Simkulet

26-----------Carol Wood

28-----------Sierra Miller

30-----------John Fusco


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:  Lisa & Joe Lynch on November 5, Casey and Jon Wilkinson on November 6 and Joni & William Sullivan on November 25.  
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“Hanging of the Greens”

Decorating Party and

Advent Potluck Supper

Sunday, December 3,

at 2:00 p.m.

Bring a dish to share,

beverage provided.  We

will decorate the sanctuary,

the children will have

fun activities,

we will have our potluck 

supper 

and sing carols.
It is time to start planning our annual Progressive Dinner.  The date will be December 2, 2006 starting at 5:00 p.m.  This is a fun time for the adults in the church to sit around, relax and enjoy delicious food and fellowship.  For those who have never done this, we travel from house to house and stay for about 45 minutes or so and go on to the next course till we reach the end.  We are usually done by 10:00 p.m. and very stuffed.  We have openings for the following courses:

	              Appetizers

    Soup/Salad

	· Main Course

· Dessert



	


If you don’t feel you can prepare an entire course, you can share with another couple.  Please let me know if you are interested in hosting or if you just want to be a guest.  Any questions, call Nancy McCormack, at 664-9293.

GENERAL MINISTRIES--Continued
GUESS WHO'S COMING TO DINNER? 
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The Board of Elders will sponsor "Guess Who's Coming To Dinner?" on November 5, at 4:00 p.m.  Please mark this date on your calendar.  "Guess Who's Coming to Dinner?" is a great way to meet Emmanuel United Church members and friends -- long standing members to the newest members and friends.   

Each host/hostess will be responsible for preparing the meat dish and will only be told the number of people attending -- but not who's coming to dinner.  Shortly before dinner, those going to dinner will be told where they are going but not who else will be joining them for dinner.  Each dinner guest will be asked to bring a dish (vegetable, dessert, etc.) to pass and asked to donate $1 to the host/hostess to help with the cost of the main dish.   We have enough hosts, all we need are people to attend.
        -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
GUESS WHO'S COMING TO DINNER? – November 5, 2006, 4:00 p.m.

Name(s): _________________________________________________________


(Spouse or Dinner Companion)

I/We will be attending the dinner.  I/We will (check one):   
                _______Be a guest.

As a guest, I/We would like to bring (check one):

	       ----Salad 

_______Potato or Rice Dish

_______Vegetable
	---------Rolls/Butter

Ter----Dessert or

_______I/We have no preference and will 
     provide whatever is needed.  




(Please remember each guest will contribute $l.00 to the host to help defray the cost of the main dish.)

List any dietary restrictions:____________________________________________
I will need transportation (please check if needed) -----------

PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO THE CHURCH. 
KIDS KLIPS
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If you don’t have a pet..
Here is something you
might wish you had. Think
of ways you could help
someone with a dog so you
could play with one.
(Example: Take a neighbor’s
dog for a walk.)

Color the dog.
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Sometimes we wish we had something we see on TV or that our friend has.
Paul has some advice in Philippians 4:11. Unscramble Paul’s words.
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Emmanuel United Church

516 Park Avenue

Mechanicville, NY   12118
[image: image24.png]<L

=/
Thank You God!




Advent Invitation

In the Uffizi Gallery in Florence there is a wonderful painting of the Annunciation by the 13th-century Italian artist Simone Martini. In it a gentle and serious-faced angel kneels at the feet of Mary, and Mary is backing away in fear.


One of her hands has gone instinctively to the neck of her gown, as if protecting herself. The other is in the pages of an open book, keeping open the page she must have been reading when this strange visitation occurred, the page she hopes soon to return to.


These days I have more interest in the poets and artists who have sought to enhance our sense of the coming of Christ, than in trying to establish a literal interpretation of exactly how it happened. And I find myself attracted to Martini's painting.


The visual image spells out for me a reaction I frequently encounter in myself and others, and that is ambivalence about the holy. We are both drawn to it and yet frightened by it. We want to "be more spiritual" and yet we fear the transforming fire of the holy.
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And the cost for most of us is related to time. In order to receive the invitation and be open to transformation (which is, after all, what the Christian journey is about) we need to carve out a little time and resist all that gets in the way of this. Yet, like Mary, we are somewhat afraid, and we really want to get back to the familiar things we are doing.


We all know it, deep down, but the rewards for our outer work and our outer appearances are more tangible than the rewards for what occurs in the secret places of our souls. Yet it is here that, like the angel kneeling before Mary, Christ kneels at our feet with the request to be incarnate in our lives.


In the acceleration towards Christmas and the end of the year, may we make a little time to ponder the invitation, and the request, made by the One who kneels lovingly, and respectfully at our feet. For despite all our self-doubts and apprehensions, this is the greatest gift.

- Ann Siddall

Ann Siddall is a Spiritual Director working within the life of the Uniting Church. She lives in South Australia.
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